
The Department of Natural and Environmental Re-
sources approved on December 4, 2025, a revised 
list of Categorical Exclusions through Administra-
tive Order 2025-10: To approve the list of cate-

gorical exclusions and their applicable requirements and 
to repeal Administrative Order 2021-02. The list includes 
actions to be considered already exempted when pursuing  
compliance with Puerto Rico’s Environmental Public Policy 
Act through an Environmental Compliance Determination.

Actions that fall under Categorical Exclusions are consid-
ered to be predictable and routine activities that are not 
expected to cause harm to the environment or to have 
significant environmental impacts. Therefore, no individ-
ual   environmental assessment or environmental impact 
statement is required. The Categorical Exclusions list re-
cently approved expands on previous categorical exclusion 
already numerated. The revised list consists of a broad 
range of actions including the authorization of use of exist-
ing structures that don’t entail new constructions, emer-
gency repairs of infrastructure, demolition activities, in-
stallations or replacement of public service networks and 
telecommunications systems, actions related to air-emis-
sion sources, maintenance, monitoring, as well as land 
cleaning for agricultural use, among others.

Although the list of Categorical Exclusions is non exhaus-
tive, for any other action to be considered, the solicitor 
must demonstrate upon evaluation that such actions fall 
under the parameters of predictability, regularity and most 
importantly, the fact that such actions will not cause any 
significant environmental impact. When requesting an 
Environmental Compliance Determination by Categorical 

© 2025 by Vidal, Nieves & Bauzá, LLC. All rights reserved. Vol. 48 - December 2025

Pedro I. Vidal-Cordero
vidal@vnblegal.com • 787.413.8883

Pedro J. Nieves-Miranda
pnieves@vnblegal.com • 787.413.8881

Arline V. Bauzá-Figueroa
abauza@vnblegal.com • 787.413.8884

Cristina E. Moscoso-D’Abate
cmoscoso@vnblegal.com • 787.625.0882

T. +1 787.413.8880
F. +1 787.625.0889

News & Alerts is intended for informational purposes only. Nothing in this newsletter is to be considered as either creating an attorney-client relationship 
between the reader and Vidal, Nieves & Bauzá, LLC or as rendering of legal advice for any specific matter. Readers are responsible for obtaining such 
advice from their own legal counsel.

P.O. Box 366219 San Juan, Puerto Rico 00936-6219
B7 Tabonuco Street, Suite 1108, Guaynabo, Puerto Rico 00968

www.vnblegal.com

Joserrolando Emmanuelli
jemmanuelli@vnblegal.com • 787.625.0880

linkedin.com/company/vnblegal Facebook.com/vnblegal

Exclusion, the actions to be considered must justify the 
reasons for their applicability and present properly doc-
umented evidence. They will be evaluated as a whole in 
regards to all stages and processes of the project.

It is important to note that a Categorical Exclusion deter-
mination does not constitute an environmental permit. Re-
strictions apply to Categorical Exclusions as well. If grant-
ed, certain limits and restrictions may be enforceable, and 
failure to comply will result in the need to present environ-
mental evaluations and comply with the normal permit/
authorization process.

We at Vidal, Nieves & Bauzá, LLC provide comprehensive 
legal support environmental matters, including energy 
matters, public-private partnerships, permitting, real es-
tate transactions, corporate and transactional law, and in-
surance matters. For further information or to determine 
whether a Categorical Exclusions may apply, please contact 
us. We are prepared to guide you though the process of 
compliance with Puerto Rico’s environmental regulations.
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